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Frequently revered as the American pastime, baseball has played an important 
role in American life since its invention in late nineteenth century. Naturally, its 
importance has been reflected in American literature. The development of baseball 
novels has gone through from early juvenile baseball novels to modern adult baseball 
novels. However, the literary merits of baseball novels have yet to be studied.  
Bernard Malamud’s classic The Natural is one of the best baseball novels to date. 
In The Natural, using baseball as a subject, Malamud explores the theme of the 
American hero and the American dream. By studying the quest and failure of the hero, 
this thesis tries to argue that Roy Hobbs’s quest is the quest for the American dream 
and his failure results from his blind pursuit of the American dream.  
The first chapter outlines the relationship between Malamud and baseball to 
address the question of why Malamud writes a baseball novel. Then I study the 
reception and critical history of the book. Few critics have paid attention to Roy’s 
relationship to the American dream in the novel. Thus I decided to focus my study of 
the novel on the American hero and the American dream in this thesis.  
In the second chapter, I compare the similarities between Roy Hobbs and 
legendary baseball figures. Roy’s life has incorporated a great number of well-known 
baseball stories. Moreover, his adventure parallels the quest of ancient mythic heroes. 
Thus, I claim that Roy is a homegrown quest hero.  
The third chapter mainly analyzes Roy’s quest. Throughout Roy’s life, he is 
pursuing success and happiness, a typical American dream. His pursuit of success is 
made most explicit in his ambition of being the best ever player. His pursuit of 
happiness is reflected in his quest for home and love. His quest for home is represented 
in a subconscious search for parental figures and his quest for love is represented in his 
desire to win the “Bitch Goddess of the American Dream”—Memo Paris.  
Unfortunately, all of Roy’s quests end in failure. The last chapter tries to uncover 
the reason why Roy fails. Roy’s failure results from his blind pursuit of the American 
dream. This blindness is reflected in his single-minded pursuit of fame and his 
obsessive pursuit of Memo’s false love. The American dream’s overemphasis on 
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Roy fall into extreme egoism. Moreover, his pursuit of superficial and earthly goals 
blinds him to the values of Iris Lemon. His rejection of Iris’s true love deprives his last 
chance of salvation.  
Roy’s pursuit of success ends in failure and his pursuit of happiness ends in pain. 
In the Conclusion, I point out the message Malamud wants to convey through Roy’s 
failure. Through Roy’s failure, Malamud reveals people’s disillusionment with the 
American hero and exposes the dark sides of the American dream, that is, the 
overemphasis on success and the self.   
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With its long tradition and great popularity, baseball has been considered the 
national pastime of the United States. Even in today’s America, baseball is still its most 
popular game. In fact, baseball is so popular and influential in American life that it is 
virtually impossible to know the heart and mind of America without learning baseball. 
Robert Frost notes the importance of baseball in American culture and writes that “for 
my part I am never more at home in America than at a baseball game” (1956: 52). At a 
baseball game, Frost feels his American identity. In discussing baseball’s impact on 
American culture, George Gralla claims that “[a]nyone who does not understand the 
game cannot hope to understand the country” and that “[i]n its theory and practice 
baseball embodies some of the central preoccupations of that cultural fantasy we like 
to think of as the American Dream” (1975: 550).  
It is a fact generally acknowledged that baseball has become an integral part of 
American life. The game has always had a special attraction for intellectuals as well. 
Naturally, this phenomenon would be reflected in American cultural life and literature. 
Indeed, American writers are well aware of baseball’s important place in the national 
scene, and many of them have themselves been subject to the baseball fever. For 
example, Philip Roth is a fervent baseball fan. In Roth’s own words, “Baseball […] 
was the literature of my boyhood” (1973: 35). On April 2, 1973, he wrote an article 
titled “My Baseball Years” published in New York Times. In this article, he describes 
his long hopeless love affair with baseball. In the same year, he devoted a whole book 
The Great American Novel to baseball.  
However, compared with other genres, baseball literature has received little 
critical attention, although many famous authors and some canonical writers have 
written about baseball, such as Gilbert Patten, Mark Harris, W. P. Kinsella, E. L. 
Doctorow, George Plimpton, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Bernard Malamud, 
Philip Roth, and Robert Coover. Baseball writings are not only large in number but 
also rich in thoughts. Now baseball writings have successfully grown into an 
independent genre.  
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entertainment and has no literary depth. However, I find that baseball novels are not 
only interesting but also enlightening. The literary merits of baseball novels have yet to 
be studied. Thus I would like to contribute an effort to the study of baseball literature. 
For the benefits of those who are unfamiliar with baseball writings, it is probably wise 
here to give a brief review of the general development of baseball writings.  
Despite its great popularity, baseball only serves as a topic or subtheme in most of 
the earliest baseball writings. Few famous writers devote a whole book to baseball. 
They use baseball as a vehicle for carrying other themes.  
One example is Charles M. Sheldon’s 1882 short story titled “The Captain of the 
Orient Base-ball Nine”. In this short story, baseball is used as a topic to teach morality. 
By describing the moral dilemma the Captain encounters while playing baseball, 
Sheldon urges young boys to play tough but not to cheat; he shows the need of players 
to obey the verdict of the umpire, whether or not the call is right. That is discipline. 
Sheldon’s major point is that individuals have responsibility for their own moral 
decisions and that it is always better to be honest, even if it means losing a game.  
Mark Twain also writes about baseball in one chapter of his 1889 novel A 
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. In Chapter XL, the Yankee, Hank Morgan, 
introduces baseball into sixth-century England “to replace the tournament with 
something which might furnish an escape for the extra steam of the chivalry, keep 
those bucks entertained and out of mischief, and at the same time preserve the best 
thing in them, which was their hardy spirit of emulation” (Twain, 1982: 232). 
According to Morgan’s project, the game can function as an escape for the extra 
energy of chivalry. However, the knights play the game clothed in full armor. Thus, 
they never avoid ground balls, with the result that balls rebound at great distances. It is 
extremely dangerous to be an umpire because “[t]he umpire’s first decision was 
usually his last; they broke him in two with a bat, and his friends toted him home on a 
shutter” (Twain, 1982: 232). Here, Mark Twain uses baseball mainly to ridicule the 
knighthood and achieve humorous effect.  
 
1. Early Juvenile Baseball Novels 
In the nineteenth century, most early baseball novels are dime novels. Since the 













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
